Theme: “All about the OCean”
* This theme was really one of the most fun that we have done- My class REALLY enjoyed it and still mention things that they learned about the Ocean!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.

___
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( IMAGINATION STORY- A reoccurring group activity that I do is creating a “”character”  that goes along with our theme.  I will then introduce the kids to the character, have them name it themselves and bring out our “”Story Board” .  The storyboard is a laminated thick poster board which the words: Who?  What?  When? Where? And Why?  On it.  After some thought I leave it to the kids to use the character and come up with a story that goes along with the character.  For example, for this theme my character was “”Bluey”  the octopus- named by the students.  The story was about “”Bluey”  swimming in the ocean because it was her favorite thing to do.  She swam all the way to her friend’s house- a clown fish who lived in the reef!  My kids really enjoy this activity because it gives them control and stretches that imagination!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( OCEAN MURAL- For this theme, I chose to devote each day to a different “”characteristic”  of the ocean: Monday- the sand at the bottom/ color of the ocean, Tuesday: Salt Water/ Bubbles, Wednesday: Fish in the ocean, Thursday: Other animals in the ocean, Friday: The Oceans of the World.  I had the idea to start a mural on Monday and add to it each day of the week according to what we were learning about!  It turned out PERFECT.  We used sandpaper for the sand at the bottom, some of our “”salty paint”  to paint swirls of water for currents, added bubbles, made fish for our mural, and added clip-art of octopi, crabs, sharks, whales, etc. !  We even made “”Boats”  and added them to the top of the mural to look like they were sailing on it!  This mural turned out so great that I had to find a permanent spot for it in our classroom!  The kids still remark on it!

              ( SALTY OCEAN PAINTINGS- One of the main characteristics which we learned about the ocean was that the water was special because it has SALT in it.  For this project, I sprinkled salt into 2 different shades of blue paint as well as yellow, green and red.  I then allowed the kids to paint and encouraged them to periodically go back and check what was happening to their “”Salty Paintings” .  The Salt makes the colors blend, fade and sometimes turn speckled!  The kids thought this was amazing!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( FISH AND BUBBLE COUNTING- For Math during this theme, I gave each child a fish shape to color then mounted them on blue poster board.  I then made some “”Bubbles” using a circular hole punch and blew up my “”Inflatable Dice” which I often using for math lessons.  Each child got the opportunity to throw the dice and add the correct amount of bubbles to their fish!  It was a lot of fun!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( SEASHELL EXPLORATION AND SAND SIFTING- For Discovery options during this theme, I chose to bring different types, sizes, colors of seashells and allow the children to explore them up close with their magnifying glasses.  Be sure to include a special “”CONCH”  shell and explain to the kids that if they listen closely they can hear the ocean!  I also allowed the kids to sift for the seashells after they had explored them.  Use a small inflatable pool filled with clean sand- Add the shells and some sand sifters/ shovels and have some ocean fun!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( OCEAN SOUNDS – A fun addition to this theme fit in with “writing!  I found some ocean surf sounds, burned them to a CD and told the kids that we were going to listen to some special sounds while we did our language project.  I gave each child some art paper and colored pencils and turned on the sounds.  I encouraged them to draw what they heard- I do this OFTEN as a language/ theme connection during my themes.  These projects always turn out great and really give the students the chance to imagine what they are hearing and express their creativity.  This CD was complete with waves, surf, some seagulls and even some whale and dolphin calls!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( WIDE, WIDE AS THE OCEAN…..  – For this theme, I taught the kids a song called” Wide, wide as the ocean” .  If you don’t know the song, you can use the same ocean sounds from the above activity.  Give the children scarves (Ocean colored blue and green ones if possible)  and encourage them to dance to either the song or the sounds of the waves/ surf!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( OCEAN JUICE- To go along with one of our snacks during the week, we made ”Ocean Juice”  using Sprite and a drop or 2 of blue food coloring!  The kids really got a kick out of this and kept referring to it as ”Special Ocean Juice”!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( OCEAN ANIMAL TOSS- For some extra fun during this theme, I allowed the kids to play ”Tic-Tac-Toe”  using a grid on a poster board and 2 types of bean bags: Fish and Octopus.  The kids really got a kick out of this change in the traditional game.  (I purchased the bean bags at a local Dollar Tree Store, but they can also be found at Oriental Trading Co.)  
