Theme: “Concepts: TIME”
* An important yet sometimes hard concept for preschoolers if that of “passage of time”.  I used this theme to focus on the 4 seasons and time components: seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months and years.  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.

___
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( BIRTHDAY MONTH GRAPH- To go along with this theme of ““”time”, we created “a birthday graph, listing each child’s birthday and comparing them on a 12-sector graph.  The kids actually loved viewing everyone’s own special day!  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( MONTHS OF THE YEAR BOOKLET- When talking about the months of the year, we first colored symbols for each month of the year (I,.e.- a heart for February) .  We then constructed a pocket book with labels for each month.  The kids then cut out their symbols and had to sort the symbols into the correct month’s pocket!
              ( 4 SEASONS TREE ART- Our main art project for this theme centered on the 4 seasons.  We colored 4 tree trunks, cut them out and placed each one in 4 segments on construction paper.  Next, we focused on each season and decorated our trees likewise (( A Blank tree with cotton ball snow for WINTER;, A tree with pink blossoms for SPRING, a vibrant full green tree for SUMMER and a tree with orange and brown leaves for FALL>) This artwork was really impressive and helped the students grasp the concept of the seasons.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( TIME COUNTING- For Math we went through measurements of time and used a “CLOCK to demonstrate the passage of different times “(( Seconds, minutes, hours, etc.) ).  We also set a timer to each of the measurements to demonstrate their length.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( 4 SEASONS NATURE WHEEL: While talking about the different seasons, we worked to come up with different things we could FIND or think of that happened in the different seasons.  We then added them (( Photos, magazine clippings or drawings )  to 4 separate quadrants of a large poster board circle to represent the cycle of seasons.  We also found leaves, bark, grass, etc. on the ground to add to our seasons wheel.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( DAYS AND MONTHS:  We focused on songs we had already been learning: Days of the Week and Months of the Year.  The kids had heard the songs before, but it helped to solidify the concept In their minds to hear them everyday while we talked about passage of time.
( 7 DAYS IN a WEEK HOPSCOTCH:  For some ”MOVEMENT”  “fun, I created a few configurations of hopscotch using sidewalk chalk.  I then challenged the kids to complete the hopscotch patterns ((Each with 7 squares) while chanting the days of the week.  This can also be done with 12 squares and reciting the months of the year.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( CALENDAR SNACKS- For this spin on snack-time, I copied a blank calendar template and gave the children square cheese-it snacks.  They were first given 7 to represent the days and challenged to put one in each day of the week.  Next, I gave them 12 to place for the months and then allowed them to arrange them as they pleased.  Some covered their whole calendar while others chose to put a square on each Friday, etc.  They really had a lot of fun with this!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( SEASONS/ CELEBRATIONS DRESS_UP GAME- For Dramatic Play fun, I collected dress-up items of all kinds and put them in a box in front of the students.  I would then yell out a month or season and challenge them to find something in the box that they would wear during that time of the year.  It was so funny to see them digging through that box and end up with 1 mitten and a hat on.  The best part was after playing it for a while, I challenged them to keep their previous items on and continue playing!  They were definitely in need of the Fashion Police by the time we were finished!  
