Theme: “Earth’s 4 Seasons: FALL”
* This theme was really fun- My kids really got into the whole theme because they can see and feel the changes in the season themselves and share it with their families!  Our theme was especially fun because we were able to take a Field Trip to our local “Pumpkin Patch”! Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.
_
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( PUMPKIN HUNT- A really fun activity that we did during this theme was a “”Pumpkin Hunt” .  I used a pumpkin dye cut set, hid them all around the room and encouraged the kids to find them.  They also had the added challenge to find a “”Special Pumpkin” with their name on it.  The special pumpkins were attached to bags of pumpkin-shaped candy corn for each child! 
                                                                  ( FALL LEAVES- Our classroom has one really unique accessory which I created and LOVE.  At the beginning of the year, I created a “”Class Tree”  that went all the way from the floor to the ceiling.  For “”Back to school”  we decorated it with apples and for our theme on fall, we changed the tree to orange and made ““”Melted Wax Leaves”  to add to it!  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( SCARECROWS- A Fun art project that I have done each year that I have taught is to make paper plate scarecrows.  Using full-sized paper plates and construction paper as well as straw- you can make an adorable scarecrow!  Check out this idea in the ““”GEMS”  Classroom Idea Gallery.
              ( LEAF COLLAGE/ DECORATIONS- Give each child a sheet of construction paper and have them color/ draw a design on it.  I have done this activity with a tree trunk design and also a design with a rake.  Go On a Nature Hunt.  Give each child a bag with their name on it and encourage them to hunt for Leaves.  If you do this theme at the right time, you should be able to find some orange, red, brown and green leaves of different sizes and sorts.  Have the children go back to the classroom and look at their findings, then arrange them on their sheet of construction paper.   If using the tree design, they can place the leaves in the tree.  If using the rake design, have them create a “”pile” of leaves!  Cover and seal the artwork with clear contact paper!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( TREE AND LEAF COUNTING- I was lucky enough to find a poster I had with a scene on it.  It had a blue sky and a tree on it.  I bought some fake craft leaves at the local Dollar Tree and had the kids take turns rolling their own individual dice, counting the dots and placing that number of leaves on the “”Tree” !  They actually enjoyed this math lesson enough to ask me to take the leaves off so they could do it again! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( FALL SCENT JARS- For our Discovery Fun during the theme on Fall, I asked the parents of my class to bring in clean and empty extra baby food jars.  I then used my senses and purchased some inexpensive items at the local Dollar Tree: Apple scented potpourri oil, Pumpkin scented wax tartlets, and cinnamon sticks.  As a class we talked about the different smells and scents of Fall and created ““”Scent Jars ” .  We soaked extra fake leaves in the oil, broke up the tartlets and cut the cinnamon sticks and added them to our own jars, then I poked a few holes in the lids of the baby food jars and voila!  Instant Fall Scent Jars!  The kids really enjoyed sharing these with their families!
( OUR CLASS TREE- As an additional Discovery activity, my class chose a tree on our school property to be ““”Our Class Tree”.  We made Leaf-shaped foam decorations with our names on them and hung them from the branches, felt of the tree’s bark, made bark rubbings and took photos of our tree periodically ((Even in the weeks after the theme)  and noted how the leaves of our tree were changing and eventually falling!  This was a great experience for the kids and we have done a few more projects during winter and now in Spring with our tree!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( IF I WERE A LEAF- – For a writing activity during this theme I had the children think back to all the leaves we had seen on our nature walk as well as when looking at our class tree.  I had them close their eyes and imagine what it would be like to be a leaf on a tree, changing colors and then falling and how it would feel- Then I had them open their eyes and draw a picture of it.  Next, I went around to each child and had them dictate to me How they think it would feel to be a leaf and recorded it on their language paper.  I really got some interesting and very thoughtful answers from my preschoolers! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( LEAVES ARE…..  – For Music/ Movement, I taught the kids a poem ““”Leaves are falling, falling, falling”: The poem goes on to explain leaves spinning, dancing, and turning.  We created motions to go with each part of the poem.  Another really fun SONG that we did was ““”Crinkle, Crinkle” to the tune of ““”Skip to my Lou”, the lyrics are ““”Crinkle, Crinkle, Crunchity, Crunch.  (Repeat 2xs.  I love Autumn leaves a BUNCH!”  My students were singing this one for months after this theme.
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( APPLE CIDER- Since we talked about apples and pumpkins during this theme, we made pumpkin muffins (( After allowing each child to taste the pumpkin itself first)  and we also drank hot apple cider!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( PUPPET SHOW- After making our scarecrow art this year, I decided that my students would have a great time turning them into puppets!  We added tongue depressors to the back of our scarecrows and put on a scarecrow puppet show!  
