Theme: “Going Camping”
* This theme was DEFINITELY one of the most fun and memorable themes that we have done.  My kids still talk about this theme!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.

___
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( BUILING A CAMPFIRE- During the theme, we first built our tent then talked about the steps to build a campfire.  I used a cookie sheet covered in brown paper, paper towel rolls for logs, an inexpensive ““”Push/ Click”  light and orange, red and yellow tissue paper.  The kids LOVED pretending that they were warming themselves by the “”fire”  , sitting around it during story-times and more throughout the week!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( GOING CAMPING ART COLLAGE- This collage spanned a few days of our theme.  First, we created the setting- black construction paper with tooth-pick pricked holes through the top part.  ( When help up to the light, it looked like starts peeking through)  and sand/ grass on the ground.  Next, we added a tent and flashlight to the collage- complete with fabric swatches for the tent and gold glitter for the flashlights ““”beams”  .   After this we added the final touches and added a ca,mpfire with tissue paper flames and drew ourselves at the campsite!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( NATURE TRAIL SCAVENGER HUNT – This activity was a LOT of fun- We used 1 disposable camera and our imaginations!  I made a list of nature items and read it to my class.  We then went on a nature walk around our property and whenever we spotted something on the list, we snapped a photo!  I then took the camera and developed the photos and we made a memory-collage of this theme!  It was SO much fun and the kids were really proud of their observation skills and camera work.  Items on the Nature list included: Birds, an insect, a large rock, flowers, Clouds, Moss on a tree, Fallen Leaves, etc.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( FOREST SOUNDS: – For this language project, I sat all the students under our “”tent”  , turned off the lights, lit our campfire and turned on some “”Forest Sounds”  .  The kids were encouraged to close their eyes and pretend they were in the forest for a few minutes.  We then returned to our tables and drew pictures of what we heard/ felt, etc.  They project turned out really well.
( CAMPING CHECKLIST: – For some extra reasoning skills, I took the theme and created a “”camping checklist”  which we used to prepare for the below activity “”Follow the leader trail Game”  .  The kids each had their own checklist and we took turns adding the items on the list to our “”camp-packs”  and checking them off of our list.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( CAMPFIRE SONGS:  – I used this theme to present some classic, fun campfire songs, rhymes and stories such as: “”Goin’ on a Bear Hunt” , a special “”1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10”  rhyme.  WORDS: “”1-2: Tie my shoes; 3-4: Make some s’mores; 5-6: Pick up Sticks, 7-*8: Lay them Straight, 9-10: A big Bear Den!”   
( FOLLOW THE LEADER TRAIL GAME:  –When talking about going “”Hiking or on the trail” , we played a game in which the kids had to follow me on a pretend ““”trail”  within our school.  All along the way we dropped markers so that we could “”find our way back” .  On the way back, I allowed each child to spot the markers and pick them up to lead us back to our classroom.  It was a lot of fun!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( SMORES- Of course we HAD to make smores!!!  A classic camping treat, we saved this treat for Friday and had some ooey-gooey fun!
( PRETZEL FISHING RODS- We used Pretzel rods, twizzlers pull and peel candy, gummy worms and goldfish to assemble some yummy fishing rods!  The kids LOVED this and I had trouble getting them to eat instead of “”fishing”.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( GOIN’ ON A FISHING TRIP- A fun game that we played during this theme focused on fun things to do while camping.  We used dowel rods with yarn and magnets attached along with a small plastic kiddie pool filled with decorated fish with magnets to have some fishy fun!  It was great for the students’’ coordination and motor skills.   
