Theme: “The Weather We Have”
* This theme was a lot of fun and really interesting for my students!  Themes always click for young children when they can see the effects in their everyday life- this is one of those easy to experience themes!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.
_
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( DAILY WEATHER WATCH- As with most preschool classes, my class changed the weather on our calendar most days.  With this theme, I went a step further.  We created ““”NATURE BINOCULARS” by placing two toilet paper tubes side by side and taping them together with special colored duct tape.  I then wrote each child’s name on theirs and allowed them to decorate them with stickers.  Each morning of this theme, the children could use their binoculars to check out our window and see what the weather was like.  We also created a “”Weather Wheel”  with all the types of weather on it that the kids could turn to whatever weather they saw out the window!  They really enjoyed it!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( PUFFY CLOUD WINDSOCKS- As with many of my themes, I chose to delineate different types/ aspects of weathers on different days- For our day talking about ““”Wind” we made “”Puffy Cloud Wind Socks”.  I gave each child 2 simple cloud-shaped patterns which were staples together except for a small opening.  The students were then encouraged to stuff their clouds with cotton balls or tissue paper then add sky blue ribbons to the bottom of their clouds.  After sealing the windsocks we hung them outside our window so we could see how the wind blew them!  My kids insisted on pointing out our windsocks to ANYONE who set foot near our school- including a UPS deliveryman!  They loved taking their windsocks home to hang also!
              ( MY WEATHER BOOK- Each day of this theme, we created a special art project- all on the same sized art paper and combined them on Friday to create WEATHER BOOKS.  We used water bottles filled with water color paint for rain art.  We made Ice art by sprinkling white powdered paint on our paper and swirling it around with a piece of ice to create ice/ snow.  We made sun art by affixing weather shapes ((sun, cloud, lightning, raindrop) shapes)) to black construction paper.  We then set them in the sun and check back at the end of the day to find that the sun had put the shapes on our paper with it’s heat!  We also made Wind art by dropping paint onto our paper with straws and blowing the paint around our papers!  This booklet turned out REALLY well!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( RAIN DROP SEQUENCING- Using Raindrop shapes of different types, the students each had their own set and were challenged to first sequence them smallest to largest then largest to smallest, etc.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( TORNADO BOTTLES- Using clean water bottles, we created Tornado Bottles.  We added glitter and pieces of plastic confetti to our bottles, filled them ¾3/4 of the way full of water and added 2 Tbsp. of BABY oil to the bottles.  I then hot glued the lids shut and let the kids enjoy swirling the bottles to create tornadoes!  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( WEATHER SOUNDS- – For a language activity during this theme, I once again relied on my tried and true method of connecting sound to language.  I played rain sounds as well as other weather sounds- lightning and thunder, wind, etc. and challenged the kids to draw each sound,.  I then asked them to Identify the beginning letters of each of the sounds “((L for Lightning, R for Rain, S for Sun, W for Wind, etc.))  I challenged the kids to create the Letters to look like those types of weather ((A Lightning Bolt L, an R of Raindrops, etc.).)) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( UMBRELLA TOSS…..  For this movement Game, I used an inexpensive blue umbrella and large blue-colored plastic gems to represent raindrops.  The Children then had to attempt to toss the raindrops into the upturned umbrella.  After they got the hand of it, they had to try and hit the umbrella as I was moving it.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( SUNSHINE TOAST- For a fun and filling snack, we made Sunshine toast by cutting a circle shape in a slice of American Cheese, then adding the remaining cheese around the circle as rays.  Next Add it to the piece of bread and toast in a toaster oven (.)Or Microwave)  until slightly melty!  Yum!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( WEATHER DRESS UP- Using the same sounds from my “Language Exercise and a pair of headphones- I created a fun weather game in a flash! I provided weather” Props” to our Dramatic Play Center and allowed each child to listen to one weather sound using the headphones.  The student then had to go use a prop that matched the sound they heard as the other students tried to guess what the sound was1 Props I used were: an umbrella, galoshes, a sun visor, sunglasses, a windbreaker, etc.  
