Theme: “When we all work together”
* This theme is all about getting to know the members of your class!  I used this theme near the beginning of the school year, but it is also a great theme for “Martin Luther King Jr. Day”- talking about how we are all different and each play a special role in the class!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( FRIENDSHIP CHAIN- One great idea for this theme is to have each child print their name on a “link”” sized paper and decorate it!  After everyone is finished, create a special “”””Friendship” Chain” for your class!  Display is proudly in the classroom in your “group area!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(ART:  
( ALL ABOUT ME POSTERS- This was one of the most successful parts of this theme in my class.  Each child is given a large ““”””Poster” and fun supplies to create a poster all about them.. I pre-made shapes with questions on them for the children to answer (((Favorite, food, shape, color, TV show, thing to do, etc.) )   We used foam, stamps, crayons, jewels, etc. to decorate our “posters!

( Me Puppets- We also made “”Me Puppets” using a digital camera, some scrapbooking paper and tongue depressors.  Take a photo of each child, print them out and allow the children to choose a pattern of paper for their “”clothes”.   We used pre-made patterns of either a shirt/pants or a dress and affixed the photos of the children as their “heads”.    We then attached the puppets to the sticks and put on a class puppet show as ourselves!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( Our Favorites Graph- A good math exercise for this theme is to create a different “”Our Favorites” Graph each day of the week.  We made graphs for our favorite: Colors, Foods, Thing to Do, Animal and Songs- but you could use most anything.  Just print out clip-art to represent each “thing”  and give each child their own line on the graph.  By the end of the week my kids were showing everyone who walked in the class our special graph because you could see all of our “favorites” all in a row!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( WINDOW BOX- This is one of those projects that you are just so glad you did!  We still have our class window box and it is just still growing and growing.  Ahead of time, talk to your class about how when we all “work together” we can make beautiful things!  I gave each child a different task: putting in the dirt, mixing the soil, putting in the seeds, watering the seeds, etc.  As we were planting the box and each doing our part, I just kept remarking on how this awesome thing wouldn’t be able to grow if we didn’t all do our part!  The project turned out REALLY well and my kids still remember this experience.
(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( Why I’m Special!- For a tie-in on this theme during language time, I chose to have the children think of a very specific reason why they are special and different from everyone else.  I then had them close their eyes, think of their reason then open their eyes and draw it.  After giving them adequate time to illustrate their reason, I went around and wrote out exactly what they told me their reason/ picture was!  These turned out really great and I was surprised at the depth of some of the answers I got!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(COOKING:  
( SNACK MIX- A special snack that we made during this theme was “When we all work together” Snack Mix!  We each held a bag of an ingredient then combined them all in ziplock baggies and shook them up!  Our snack mix wouldn’t have been a mix at all if we hadn’t all combined our ingredients.  Ingredients I used for this recipe included: Chex cereal, cheerios, chocolate chips, raisins, pretzel sticks and candy corn!  It was delicious!




































