Theme: “Community Helpers”
* An important theme for any preschool program is that of: Community Helpers.  My students had a blast learning about all of the different Community Helpers!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.
_
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( THANK YOU CARDS- Every day of this theme when we learned about a different community helper and their job, we created Thank You cards to send to our local organizations to thank them for all they do.  We sent letters/ cards to: Our local Fire station, the Police Station, and our local library.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( COMMUNITY HELPERS COLLAGE- Each day that we would learn about a community helper we would color a picture of that job.  On the last day of the theme, we put them altogether in a themed collage.
              ( ARCHITECT ART- Although we only briefly mentioned how architects help our community, we paired our conversation with this simple art project.  Each child got a blank sheet of art paper, a ruler and colored pencils.  They were encouraged to use the ruler to draw straight lines all over their paper.  If they wanted to create a shape, pattern or design it was up to them!  It was interesting to see how some kids just went after it and others were more methodical.  We ended up with pages FULL of line and others made plaid type designs while still others chose to layer the lines or fan them out!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( CONSTRUCTION WORKER MATH- When we talked about Construction work, we used a ““”building block”  activity and incorporated it into a math center.  Each child was given a certain amount of blocks ((Whatever our number of the week was) .   They were then challenged to each build their own building.  They could choose a specific building- like a library or they could build a tower, etc.  It was fun to see how they all chose different construction choices. They were also encouraged to count the blocks as their built their masterpiece.
( PLAY-DOH BAKERY- A fun math and manipulatives center I used was the play-doh bakery.  I gave the students pretend bakery menus, play-doh, cookie cutters and other tools to make items on the menus.  They had a lot of fun and also learned counting ((the number of sprinkles or cherries to put on an items) , measuring, shapes and more!  It was great and something I will use again in another theme if I can fit it in!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( WHAT I CAN DO WRITING: – An impressive writing/ drawing activity that I incorporated into this theme was “”What I can do”  writing.  The children were challenged to think of things they can do in their community to help out!  The kids came up with some really great drawings and lists of things they can do to be good Community Helpers themselves! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( FIREFIGHTERS WORK-OUT:  – As a movement learning center, I played some up-beat music and got those kids movin’!  I would yell out and exercise and have the kids do it.  Firefighter exercises I used: body rolls, jumping jacks, hopping on one foot, somersaults, etc.  It was a lot of fun and great exercise!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( Lil’’ CHEFS LEMON PIES- I found a really great recipe on-line for individual pies.  For my class, we combined frozen lemonade concentrate and cool-whip.  Each child got a small individual graham cracker crust, added some of the lemon mixture and added extra cool-whip to the top!  They felt like little chefs themselves and they tasted pretty great too!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( GROCERY STORE, LIBRARY, VET CLINIC- With this theme we had a LOT of fun with Dramatic Play centers such as Grocery store play, Library play and vet clinic.  For each I provided items to go with the centers like pretend food and a cash register, library books and cards and stuffed animals with band-aids, etc.!  The kids had a blast1  
