Theme: “Earth’s 4 Seasons: WINTER”
* Fun, Fun, Fun in Winter!  Lots of great events take place in Winter and our theme was no exception!  We had a great time celebrating winter!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.
___
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( COUNTDOWN TO WINTER BREAK-This theme took place about 2 weeks before our school’s Winter Break.  To countdown to this special break, we created a countdown chain.  Using this classic decoration, we made strips of construction paper and linked them together.  Every morning during circle=-time we would take off another link until we got down to 1!  The kids LOVED this and would come in in the morning ready to take off a link!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( ALL BUNDLED UP ART- During this art project, we colored a template of a child all bundled up for winter.  We cut it out, attached it to a large piece of blue construction paper and added to it….  Small tissue paper wads for snowballs, small clear plastic beads for ice and snowflakes to the sky!  We also added fabric and yarn to the child’s mittens and coat!
              ( SNOWART: ICE AND SNOW- For this very easy and hands-on activity I gave each child a blue piece of construction paper and sprinkled powdered white paint onto it.  I then gave each child a chunk of ice and encouraged them to swirl it around on the paper and create snow!  The kids really got into this project!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( MITTEN MATCHING- I used this theme to introduce matching on a new level to my students.  They were presented with mittens in different designs and patterns and encouraged to match the correct patterns to each other!  
  ( SNOWMAN SEQUENCING- During this math project, the kids had to pick out 3 appropriate circles to create a snowman (Smallest, Medium and Large)  and sequence them correctly.  After this, they were able to decorate their snowman in math-style: 2 eyes, 3 Buttons, 1 carrot nose, 5 pieces of charcoal for the smile, etc.).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( SNOW DOUGH SCULPTURES- For some play-doh play that went along with this theme, I used plain white play-doh and added translucent shiny glitter to it!  Voila!  Snowballs!  The kids used it to make snowmen, ice sculptures, ice cubes, etc.  It was a lot of fun!
( CONCEPTS: ICE MELTING- Freeze ice cubes into different shapes or even make larger ones using cups and other containers.  Freeze a few small toys into a few.  Explain the concept of melting to the students and set the frozen pieces in a freezer bag somewhere where the students can watch them throughout the day.  Talk with them about some other ways they might be able to get the toys out of the ice- besides waiting for it to melt.  My student suggested a hair dryer, setting them in the sun, and turning the heater on full-blast, lol.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( HIBERNATION BOOKLET: – For a language activity, we talked about how bears hibernate during winter and we created a little booklet that went along!  The front pages talked about walking into a cave and being scared.  As you turned the pages, a black hole in the center got larger.  The last page read “” A big fat bear, catching some ZZZZs”!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( MARSHMALLOW SNOWMEN- For this cooking activity each child received 3 large marshmallows, small chocolate chips, and a twizzler’s pull and peel candy strip for the scarf.  They turned out really cute and the kids of course gobbled them up!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( SNUGGLE UP BY THE FIRE- A Group project that my class put together was a class fireplace1  The fireplace was up for display the last part of November and all of December.  Using a flat cardboard box, I cut the center out of the front, and painted the remainder red.  After allowing it to dry, I painted black lines on it to resemble bricks!  Later on for a Christmas project, we sent home blank stocking templates for each child to decorate with their families and send back- we proudly displayed them on our fireplace!  For this theme, however, we built a ” fire inside the fireplace”  and had a special long story-time snuggle-up, complete with a cozy quilt!
