Theme: “Fun In the Jungle”
* This theme is focuses on havin’ some fun in the jungle!  We learned all about animals that live in the jungle as well as plants/ trees, sounds of the jungle, food and more!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(ART:  
( JUNGLE TREES- Did you know that you can make just about any craft with a toilet paper roll?  It’s true!  We made “Jungle Trees” using a toilet paper roll, brown paint and green construction paper.  Allow the kids to paint their TP roll ((the trunk)  brown while you cut pieces of green construction paper in half.  Next, cut the paper toward the center at 2-3 inch intervals.  Roll into a loose cone and insert into the trunk. ((I also put take through the middle of the roll to hold the paper in place) .  You may make additional cuts to the “leaves“ to make them fan out and appear like a jungle tree!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( CONCEPTS: MATCHING- During this theme, I introduced the concept of matching.  I created pairs of jungle animals using clip-art and hid them around the room.  I also added random other animals into the mix so the kids would have to find only the pairs of JUNGLE animals.  Each child took a turn trying to turn over the animals around the room and find their match.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( JUNGLE LEAF EXPLORATION- I am lucky enough to have some “Elephant Ear“  plants growing at my house, so I used this theme as an opportunity to allow the children to explore the elephant ear as well as other palm-tree leaves, etc. with their magnifying glasses.  I also encouraged the children to smell and feel the texture and note the colors on the leaves.  We also created ART using the leaves- Leaf Rubbings with crayons and tracing paper!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( JUNGLE SOUNDS – A fun addition to this theme fit in with “writing!  I found some jungle sounds, burned them to a CD and told the kids that we were going to listen to some special sounds while we did our language project.  I gave each child some art paper and colored pencils and turned on the sounds.  I encouraged them to draw what they heard- I do this OFTEN as a language/ theme connection during my themes.  These projects always turn out great and really give the students the chance to imagine what they are hearing and express their creativity.  This CD was complete with cricket sounds, rain, birds and even and occasional tiger rawr!  The kids LOVED it.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( WALK LIKE THIS…..  – A hilarious and fun activity for this theme is to think of a few jungle animals and ways that they move.  What I did was write various animals on sheets of paper, roll them up and put them in a “”Jungle/ Safari Hat” .  Next, each child gets to choose a piece of paper and has to move from point ”A”  to point ”B”  in the classroom, while moving like this animal does.  The kids have a WONDERFUL time and no one can stifle more than a few laughs while watching!  Animals I used were: Monkey, Giraffe, Elephant, parrot, snake, Tiger.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(COOKING:  
( GOIN’’’ BANANAS- Our special snack on the last day of this theme was a monkey of a treat!  We made chocolate covered bananas!  They were easy and affordable using ”Magic Shell”  chocolate and bananas that I stuck in the freezer for about 2 hours!
