Theme: “Places to Visit: The Carnival”
* This theme fell around the time of our famous Texas State Fair and also our own school’s community Fall Carnival.  It was fun to do our own theme and incorporate things they had so much fun participating in!  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.

___
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( GUESSING GAME- To re-live that classing Carnival Guessing Game Booth, I put a few bags of candy corn in a large jar and challenged the kids to guess how many were in it.  It was so fun to hear their guesses- ranging from 100 to a billion!  We used the candy corn to later make our own snack mix for our local carnival.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( COTTON CANDY FOAM ART- While talking about snack at the fair/ carnival- a favorite of kids is always cotton candy.  For this art project, I gave each child a template of cotton candy in a paper cone.  I then whipped up a batch of foamy pink paint (( A bit of red food coloring, shampoo and water)).  Whip the ingredients with a whisk and let the kids smear it all over their cotton candy.  My kids really enjoyed this because the foam gradually disintegrated and made their cotton candy darker and darker.  They checked on them over and over throughout the day!
              ( CLOWN MASKS- I used a MATH activity and transferred it into an ART project as well.  After giving the children the shapes for their clown faces, they colored them and cut them out.  I then provided the children with a paper plate and glue stick.  The challenge was for them to figure out how the shapes could form a clown’s face.  ( A TRIANGLE for his hat, A RECTANGLE for the clown’s collar, A CIRCLE for his nose, OVALS for his eyes, etc.)).   We then turned them into masks!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( CLOWN SHAPES- As mentioned above, this is the math lesson that went along with the CLOWN MASKS art project
( COUNTING POPCORN- Also for this theme, I used a poster-board popcorn box which I had previously used for a bulletin board and popcorn shapes for a counting learning center.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( COTTON CANDY GROWTH- I began a fun discovery activity on Monday of this theme that lasted all week.  I was lucky enough to find one of those foam “” Growing”  toys in the shape of cotton candy!  If you set the foam item in lukewarm water, in a few days the shape will have growth to nearly 10 times it’s size.  The kids marveled at its growth and we discussed science concepts while checking on its size each day.
( BALLOON SCIENCE- A fun beginning to science skills- this activity looked at the concept of gravity, air and volume.  I used different sizes and types of balloons, filling them with regular air, water and helium and challenged the kids to look, hold and feel what made them all different.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( TIGHT-ROPE BALANCING: As a movement activity, I taped down a “”Rope”  and encouraged the children to walk one foot in front of the other across the rope like tight-rope walkers do.  This was fun and good for balance and gross motor skills. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( HOT AIR POPCORN- As a special snack during this theme, I brought a hot air popcorn maker from home, some kernels and added a little salt and butter to it.  The kids LOVED being able to actually watch the popcorn pop and listen for the sound of their snack being made!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( CARNIVAL PLAY-DAY- On the last day of our theme, I set up a few “”Carnival-style”   booth games in which the kids had to present their ”ticket”  to play the game and earned a small treat for completing it as if they were at a real carnival booth.  Games we played: Bottle bowling, bean bag toss, and duck-pond matching.  It was definitely a lot of fun!
** I could definitely have spent a lot more time on this fun theme, but it happened to fall on a week when we were off for a day. **
