Theme: “Places to Visit: The Park”
* A really exciting theme, Visiting the Park went over really well with my kids!   Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.

___
( Group Time/ Projects:  
( THINGS TO DO IN THE PARK CHART- When talking about the park, we did a class survey on our favorite things to do in the park.  Their choices?: Flying a kite, going on a picnic, playing with a Frisbee, hiking, exploring a pand- We displayed the results on our survey chart.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( PARK ART- Using some fun park templates, the kids were given free reign to color or otherwise decorate the templates, cut them out and create a park scene based around a green park set-up.  It was interesting to see how some students chose the make a pond scene, while others focused on people at the park and even others used more animals to create their art!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( ANTS AND PICNIC BASKETS- Using a general park scene, and adding it to a picnic basket I created out of construction paper- the students were encouraged to count and add ant dye cuts to the trail leading to the picnic basket.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
(PB BIRD FEEDERS-The Highlight of our theme on the Park- this project was so much fun!  We took pine cones and each student spread peanut butter inside the crevices of their pine cone.  After this we put the pine cone in a freezer bag half full of birdseed.  The kids then got to shake the bag and coat the bird feeders!  We hung the birdfeeders using yarn from a tree near our window.  From here we could watch for birds to snack from our feeders!  It was a messy blast!
( LET’S GO FLY A KITE:  – For a great discovery activity, I purchased an inexpensive kite on clearance.  Even though it was a little early in the year for kites, we had so much FUN taking turns flying the kite, and learning about concepts of air flow and gravity!  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( OVER IN THE MEADOW:  – A special musical number that we did during this theme was learning and acting out the song: ”Over in the meadow” .  We also created a booklet using templates of each verse/ animal in the song- they turned out SO cute! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( LEMONADE- Our class used this theme to make lemonade from scratch.  We also took our cold glasses of lemonade out to our playground and snack in our own little ”park”  under the shade of our class tree!
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( LILY PAD LEAP GAME- Using some extra green poster boards that I had, I created lily pad shapes and told each child to pretend they were a frog.  They had a great time leaping from one lily pad to another!  

** I could have done a lot more with this theme, but It was a 3 ½ day week with one full day holiday and an early release day **
