Theme: “Safety Week”
* During October, I spent a week on the theme of “Safety”- from household safety, traffic safety, stranger danger and also fire safety.  Please keep in mind that these ideas only represent SOME of the activities we did during this theme.  My preschool also has regular phonics and math work as well as Bible, etc. each day which entail crafts and activities of their own.

( Group Time/ Projects:  
( SMOKE DETECTOR ROUND-UP-On Monday of this theme, I sent each child home with the task of counting the number of smoke detectors in their home.  Furthermore, I gave the parents the job of testing them all with their kids watching - and had the kids return the paper on that Wednesday!  We tallied all of our results and put them on a ““”Smoke Detector”   chart to compare results. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(ART:  
( TRAFFIC LIGHT PROJECT- While learning about Traffic Safety we focused on the colors of a traffic light: Red, Yellow and Green.  As an art project I gave each child a set of shapes: 3 circles and a rectangle and encouraged them to set it up like a traffic light.  I then provided them with a table-full of torn paper ((Red, Green and yellow as well as other colors mixed in).  The challenge for the students was to sort out the colors they needed and fill the correct circles with the right colors.
              ( SAFETY BOOKLET- While talking about Fire Safety we created a ““”Safety Matchbook”   with the rules of fire safety inside and colorful glittery match-tips on the ends.  My kids really used these matchbooks to recall the rules and share them with other students not in our class as well as their families!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MATH/ CLASSIFICATION:           ( FRED THE FIREDOG SPOT COUNTING- We called upon our furry friend Fred ((a white spotless dalmation on a poster) and played one of our counting games to add black spots to our Fire Dog!  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DISCOVERY/ SCIENCE:  
( HOME PRODUCTS SAFETY SORT: When stressing the importance of household safety, I brought in a box full of items that were either “”Safe”   or “”Not safe”  for the children to use at home.  The kids took turns pulling the items out and putting them in one of the two baskets.  Items I used included: A milk jug, cleaner bottle, empty matchbook, a jar of peanut butter, Air freshener, etc.  ALL items were empty and clean…..
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(LANGUAGE/ WRITING/ PHONICS:  
( SAFETY JOBS: – A fun language project that we did followed a play-time in which we played “”dress-up”  as various safety job members.  As follow-up, I had the kids look at pictures of all the safety jobs and choose one that they would like to do.  They were then encouraged to draw a picture of the job and I then asked/ wrote their reasons for why they would want this job.  Jobs I used: Firefighter, police officer, traffic guard, EMT<, Doctor.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(MUSIC/ MOVEMENT:  
( DIAL 9-1-1: A fun rhyme/ song that we did during this theme went to the tune of ““”Twinkle Twinkle Little Star”  .   The lyrics were: If you’re in trouble, dial 9-1-1.  Dial 9-1-1 and help will come.  Police and fire and ambulance too.  They’’ll all be so proud of you.  If you’re in trouble dial 9-1-1.  Dial 9-1-1 and help will come!  The second verse went on to warn against calling 9-1-1 unless a REAL emergency were happening.
                                                          ( STOP, DROP, and ROLL: My kids LOVED this activity.   For a special song you can bop and groove to all week, find the oldie “( DIAL 9-1-1: A fun rhyme/ song that we did during this theme went to the tune of ““”Shake, Rattle and Roll”   and add it to a CD.  I did this and encouraged the kids to sing “““”Stop, Drop and Roll”   with me while completing the actions.  The kids LOVED this activity and asked over and over to sing it during this week’s theme and long after it.   Repeat the lyrics “““”Stop, Drop and Roll”   3 times then end it with “““”…If there’s ever a fire then you’ve gotta Stop, Drop and roll”  . 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(COOKING:  
( DOG HOUSES- The same day that we counted with our fire dog friend, we made dog house snacks out of graham crackers and low-sugar butter-cream frosting!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(DRAMATIC PLAY:  
( RED LIGHT, GREEN LIGHT- This classic games went right along with my Safety theme and the best part was adding ““““”Yellow Light”  to our game play.  While I shouted the commands ((Red, Green or Yellow- slow motion Light) , the kids had to complete the action and try to make it across and obstacle course I had set up especially for the game.  Each child had to pretend they were in a car!    
( FIRE/ TORNADO/ EARTHQUAKE DRILLS- Although this activity falls in the ““““”Dramatic Play”  category- I pressed upon my students their value in real life.  I purchased 3 small car toys that each sounded a different alarm sound ((Purchased for $$$1 each at my Dollar Tree)).  At Random times throughout the week, I would sound one of the three sirens and the kids would have to jump up and respond according to which drill siren sounded.  It was amazing how quickly the students responded and how well they remembered what they should do!
